
HB 178 -- LEAVING THE SCENE OF AN ACCIDENT

SPONSOR: Reiboldt

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass" by the Standing Committee on
Judiciary by a vote of 8 to 1.

This bill specifies that the offense of leaving the scene of an
accident is a class D felony if a death occurs as a result of the
accident.

This bill is similar to HB 2551 (2016).

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that these tragedies occur all the time
and this bill is meant to put a little more teeth into the law in
hopes that it will reduce the number of hit and run accidents.
Many people who leave the scene of an accident are under the
influence of drugs or alcohol when they cause these accidents and
they should be charged with an elevated penalty if someone dies as
a result.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Reiboldt; Missouri
Association of Prosecuting Attorneys; Terry Hamm; and Abate of
Missouri.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.


